
The history of two opposing ideas
ZIONISM & ANTI-ZIONISM: 

Dr. Wilf challenges the idea that Judaism is a religion. Is she correct? Why or why not?1.
“As much as it is true that power corrupts, so powerlessness corrupts.” Do you think this is true? How so? 2.
To what extent, if any, does Zionism depend on the existence of antisemitism?3.
Do the aims of political Zionism necessarily pose a threat to the interests of other national groups living in the
Land of Israel?

4.

.

O P E N - E N D E D  Q U E S T I O N S

What is the dramatic promise for the Jews of Emancipation? | Timecode: 14:43 - 17:141.
What is the price of Emancipation for the Jews? | Timecode: 17:14 - 18:552.
What is the Jewish response to Emancipation? | Timecode: 18:55 - 19:403.
What is the Zionist analysis of the failure of emancipation and how does Zionism answer this failure? |
Timecode: 20:41 - 24:07 

4.

What are “the three parents” of political Zionism. Why were all three necessary? | Timecode: 24:08 - 25:135.
What is the critique leveled by political Zionists against Judaism as it has adapted to exile? | Timecode: 25:40
– 26:50

6.

E P I S O D E  1 :  P O L I T I C S

R E V I E W  Q U E S T I O N S

We start with a brief history of the Jewish people leading up to the moment of Jewish
emancipation in Europe. The offer of emancipation sparked a great debate among Jews. Some
communities felt excitement about the prospect of individual equality and sought to assimilate
further. Others felt that the Jews would never truly be viewed as equal in the nation-states that
were forming around them. Zionism took root among the latter group, emerging as one of the
many liberation movements of this time. The founders of political Zionism asserted that Jews
should finally have a home and become masters of their own fate.

E M A N C I P A T I O N  &  P O L I T I C A L  Z I O N I S M

French National Assembly’s Debate on Eligibility of Jews for Citizenship1.
Assembly of Jewish Notables: Answers to Napoleon on Rabbinic Authority in a Democracy2.
Poems “Wake My People!” and “We Will Go with Our Youth and Our Elders” by Yehuda Leib Gordon3.
The Pittsburgh Platform4.
Introduction to “The Jewish State” by Theodore Herzl5.

P R I M A R Y  S O U R C E S  F O R  C O N V E R S A T I O N  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dropbox.com%2Fscl%2Ffi%2Fcqxo81nhh1am6c8jnazj5%2FDebate-on-the-Eligibility-for-French-Citizenship.pdf%3Frlkey%3D0zfxqchx0tzkrk8s3ig3o1d5l%26dl%3D0&data=05%7C02%7Cyzeldin%40tikvahfund.org%7C4959642e171849ae2ae008dc482337b7%7C3eea2305863b4fe1847c26a1a622a54b%7C0%7C0%7C638464565272220267%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BFSmDM8L%2FDwZNJawiDgD5rFo2QgOWUxD01n4PC%2F7Kg4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fberkleycenter.georgetown.edu%2Fquotes%2Fassembly-of-jewish-notables-i-answers-to-napoleon-i-on-rabbinic-authority-in-a-democracy&data=05%7C02%7Cyzeldin%40tikvahfund.org%7C4959642e171849ae2ae008dc482337b7%7C3eea2305863b4fe1847c26a1a622a54b%7C0%7C0%7C638464565272234578%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=98kVBz3h82wKxQ%2BDFinolSZBCdwyAM5JyfVz3irsNpc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dropbox.com%2Fscl%2Ffi%2Fp4ubp146lhycyluuxou47%2FTwo-Poems-by-YL-Gordon.docx%3Frlkey%3D4x96f5e5gzahdg5x4vhbmpvej%26dl%3D0&data=05%7C02%7Cyzeldin%40tikvahfund.org%7C4959642e171849ae2ae008dc482337b7%7C3eea2305863b4fe1847c26a1a622a54b%7C0%7C0%7C638464565272240648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z0IJ58FVxT7AqrTtJSfm50VeWgNrtnHqiM6fMS2oAXg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jewishvirtuallibrary.org%2Fpittsburgh-platform&data=05%7C02%7Cyzeldin%40tikvahfund.org%7C4959642e171849ae2ae008dc482337b7%7C3eea2305863b4fe1847c26a1a622a54b%7C0%7C0%7C638464565272246626%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BgPUQw%2B56uAfDC6tcesslicQNB6EF7EebWGY9auXCh8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/quot-the-jewish-state-quot-theodor-herzl#google_vignette

